	Name:  Tessa Heyer                                                        Date:  2-17-11

	Subject/Grade Level:  Reading / 3rd grade

	Unit: Reading Comprehension- Small Group Instruction

	Lesson Title: Questioning Strategies-part 1 (Dolphins book)

	Rationale: 
This particular small group of students did not receive grade level scores on their last MAP-Reading assessments.  Their scores indicated they are relatively low in the comprehension department.  All students love to read, but skill struggle with strategies to further comprehension of text.  I also determined their ability by looking at their files where my MT has informal reading conference materials.
The students are familiar with sea animals as they participate in a weekly exchange of the classroom stuffed animal, Bob the Flipper (classroom dolphin).  At the beginning of the year, the students enjoyed spending a small amount of time learning a few fun facts about dolphins (informal lesson) and creating their own thoughts and characteristics about the new classroom pet.  The students will have minimal background knowledge on topic and will benefit from an in-depth look into dolphins.
The students’ next book project will be a report and poster board about a specific wild animal.  This book report is to help students a) to become an expert about a specific wild animal and b) to become familiar with the feature of a non-fiction text.  By doing a small group instruction around the book “Dolphins” I am guiding the learning of a wild animal for those in my group.  This is also a form of scaffolding instruction for the students in my group that are lower on the spectrum.  The students will learn how to ask questions about a non-fiction text that will help guide them in their own research of a wild animal for their book projects.
Students will gain the strategy of asking questions to further comprehension of text.  This strategy will be useful for any text they read from here on out.
According to Routman, the book Dolphins will adequately support all the students in my group.  Given their reading levels the size of the book, including the appearance of print, page layout and spacing between words and lines, is appropriate for all the students.  The book, Dolphins, provides the right amount of unique words (repeated through text) with that of familiar words.  The concept and vocabulary are familiar to the students as they have had a small bit of knowledge presented at the beginning of the school year and that their school mascot is a dolphin.  The only (smallest) of issue with this book is that the length my bit a bit long for a 2 day lesson (32 pages total-4 chapters).  The length of the book would be great if the students had more time and a second skill/strategy to focus on.

	Objective(s)/Learning Target(s):
Content (what you want them to learn from the text):

Students will be able to identify the main characteristics of a dolphin.
Process (reading strategy you want them to learn to use):
Students will learn to ask questions to support their understanding of text.

	Standard(s): 
Reading:

EALR 2: 2.1.6. Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: monitor for meaning, create mental images, and generate and answer questions in grade level informational/expository text and/or literary/narrative text.

· Monitor for meaning by identifying where and why comprehension was lost and use comprehension repair strategies to regain meaning
· Generate and answer questions before, during, and after reading.
Science: 

EALR 4: Life Sciences

2-3 LS1B Animals have life cycles that include being born; developing into juveniles, adolescents, then adults; reproducing (which begins a new cycle); and eventually dying. The details of the life cycle are different for different animals.
Social Studies:

#8: Science, Technology, and Society

Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of relationships among science, technology, and society.


	Assessment of learning: 
Informal:

Teacher will assess students’ ability to identify the main characteristics of a dolphin by listening for the characteristics of a dolphin (no particular characteristic here, merely a pre-assessment of knowledge) while listening to small group discussion about what students already know about dolphins at beginning of lesson (KWL chart).  (pre-assessment)
Teacher will assess students’ ability to ask questions to support their understanding of text by listening for questions about what they want to learn about dolphins (no particular questions here, merely a pre-assessment to fill out a KWL chart while listening to small group discussion about what the students would like to learn about dolphins at beginning of lesson (KWL chart).  (pre-assessment)
**Formal assessment will come after part 2 of this lesson is administered.
Formal:
Teacher will assess students’ ability to identify the main characteristics of a dolphin by listening for characteristics such as dolphins’ habitat, location, physical characteristics, diet, dangers, communication, and other fun facts while listening to group discussion at end of lesson when filling out the last section of the KWL chart “what I have LEARNED.”
Teacher will assess students’ ability to ask questions to support their understanding of text by looking for thought provoking questions on each page of reading to help further understand text while looking at questions on post-its and Questioning FQR handout.

	Instructional Strategies

	Teacher Instruction 

Before reading: 
“Good readers ask themselves questions as they read so that they are sure they understand the story.  I want to work on this strategy today with you.  Let’s read this book called Dolphins.”

Activate background knowledge
Holding the book, ask the students to predict what they think the book will be about.

Introduce the students to the book and state objectives for lesson.
Asks students to think back to the beginning of the year when Mrs. Cykler introduced Bob the Flipper (class stuffed dolphin).

Start a KWL chart with all the information the students already KNOW about dolphins.
Before having students think of questions they have about dolphins, model asking questions

“Based off of the information we KNOW about dolphins, I would like to learn….”
Ask two questions here (these questions are based off of what kids said).

Fill in the “W” section of chart with the questions students have about dolphins.
Before reading, remind the students to follow along.  Also, remind them that when I stop in the middle of the sentence it is because I want them to say the next word.

During reading:
Read pages 3-5 out loud. (I DO)
During this time model asking questions about text- 1 question per page.
Ask: What is a beak?- write question on a post-it and stick on page
Continue reading

On page 4, emphasize the bullet point where it talks about what a beak is.

On page 5, make reference to comment box “pectoral fin” and caption on picture referring to a “pectoral fin”

Ask: What are a dolphin’s pectoral fins used for? Or What does a pectoral fin look like?

Pages 5-9 (rest of chapter 1) (WE DO)
Before read the next few pages, introduce the sticky notes.  How to use them, why to use them, etc.

Have the student’s take turns reading chapter 2.-Do “surprise attack” (call on one student then that student randomly calls on another student)

At the end of each page, ask students if they have any questions about the ideas on that page or meaning of words.

** If students don’t have any questions right away, think of one to pose to the group.

Possible questions to ask to help students generate ideas.

On page 6, Ask “what does species mean?”, 
“How big is 22, 000 pounds?”

 “Are the Orca dolphins the largest dolphins? 
Page 7- Mention “there’s that word “species” again.  I am still not sure what it means.”- Write word “species” on post-it and stick to page.
Page 8, “where is Antarctica and North Atlantic?”
At the end of page 9,

Ask “wow, I have read the names of a lot of dolphins.  How many different kinds of dolphins are there?”

Once done reading the first chapter revisit KWL Chart.  Fill in any answers to the questions asked if possible.

Chapter 2 (YOU DO)

Have students read this chapter silently.  Remind them to use sticky notes to write down any questions they have while reading.
After reading:
Lead a small group discussion about chapter 2.
Ask students to share some of the questions they have about chapter 2.  As students are sharing allow other students to answer the questions if they know the correct answer.
Talk about how students could find the answers to their questions.

Give examples of additional resources to find information about a text.
Closure: 
Fill in any answers to the questions on the KWL chart after reading chapter 2.

End lesson with asking students if they have any questions about what is means to ask questions while reading a text and where to find the information to their questions.
Restate objective/goal and ask students if they think the goal was reached.

Ask: We are going to discuss this again tomorrow, what do you think we need to focus on?
	Student Tasks
Listen to teacher
Give predictions about book.

Sit quietly and listen to objectives.
Think back to the creation of Bob the Flipper

Students list everything they remember about dolphins

Listen as teacher models questioning.
Think and ask questions about dolphins.
Listen to teacher read pages 3-5 and watch as teacher models asking questions about a text.

Students learn what the sticky notes are for and how to use them.

Students take turns reading paragraphs out loud and randomly calling on other classmates.

Share questions they have about what was just read.

Students help add questions to KWL chart and fill in the answers to question already on chart.

Silently read chapter 2 while writing questions on a post-it and sticking them to the page where they have the question.

Share questions they have about chapter 2.

Participate in discussion about where the answers to their questions can be found.
Help teacher fill in KWL chart with new information learned from chapter 2 and questions that arose while reading.

Listen to objective and answer final questions.

	Materials/Preparation Needed: 
5 copies of book “Dolphins” by Elizabeth Allen (World Discovery Science readers series)

5 packs of post-it notes

5 pencils

Dry erase board
3 colored markers (dry erase)

	Modifications: 
While reading chapter 2, if students are not coming up with questions by the end of the chapter I will guide them through chapter 3, continuing to model what it is to ask questions to further understand the text (scaffolding).

Students that finish early will be asked to go back and reread all chapters covered in lesson for a second time and to write down any questions that may come up during the reread.

	Feedback: 
Students will receive verbal positive reinforcement and constructive feedback to further thinking throughout lesson.  Students will also receive written feedback on the questions they wrote on their post-its and final paper with a minimum of 3 questions written down.


